
The Great Vigil of Easter
March 30, 2024 • 8:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
with

Holy Baptism

A warm welcome to all this Saturday Evening! Our worship is guided using the red
Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Supplemental material from other sources is in
this bulletin. Music is found in the blue Gather hymnal. Page numbers are as
indicated. Feel free to ask a neighbor for help if you have questions about the
service. Thank you for being here!!

Bold text indicates parts for the Assembly to say.
Smaller Italic text offers directions for the service.

The Paschal Triduum

The Paschal Triduum (the Sacred Three Days) is a single three-fold liturgy, beginning Maundy
Thursday, continuing through Good Friday and culminating with the Great Vigil of Easter.
Throughout our celebration of these three days, we enter deeply into the mystery of Christ’s
passion, inviting the power of his resurrection to remake and renew us.
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The service begins outside of the church.

LIGHTING OF THE NEW FIRE
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Presider greets the people. The Presider
concludes with

Let us pray.
The Presider prays a prayer of blessing over the fire. The people respond

Amen.
The presider leads a procession into the church, stopping twice before placing the candle in
its stand to sing

The candles—except those at the Altar—are lit from the Paschal Candle.

THE EXSULTET BCP P. 286
A cantor sings the Exsultet, pausing at
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The cantor gives thanks to God for God’s acts of salvation through time, including Christ’s
defeat of death and offers the Paschal Candle to God concluding

THE LITURGY OF THEWORD BCP P. 288
After each reading, a minute of silence is kept before the response. A collect, sung by the
Presider, follows each reading and its response. The people sing their “Amen” on a
monotone.

THE STORY OF CREATION GENESIS 1.1-2.4A
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THE RESPONSE LET THERE BE LIGHT GATHER 561
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Silence following the collect is marked by bells.

5



THE FLOOD GENESIS 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13
THE RESPONSE WADE IN THEWATER GATHER 898

Silence following the collect is marked by bells.
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ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA EXODUS 14:10-31; 15:20-21

THE RESPONSE WHEN ISRAEL WAS IN EGYPT'S LAND HYMNAL 648

Silence following the collect is marked by bells.
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THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES EZEKIEL 37:1-14
RESPONSE PSALM 143 BCP P. 798

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES BCP P. 301

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT BCP P. 304

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES BCP P. 305
The people respond to each bidding with “Lord, hear our prayer.”

THANKSGIVING OVER THEWATER BCP P. 306

The presider gives thanks to God for saving God’s people through water through history; for
joining new Christians to Christ’s death and resurrection in baptism; and asking God to
make the water holy for use in baptism.

8



THE BAPTISM BCP P. 307

BAPTISMAL HYMN HYMNAL 296
While the newly baptized is dried and vested in alb, the assembly sings this hymn

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS AND CHRISMATION BCP P. 307

WELCOMING THE NEWLY BAPTIZED BCP P. 307

The candles at the Altar are now lit from the Paschal Candle, and the lights of the church
are turned on!

The canticle Christ Our Passover is sung while the assistants asperge the assembly.
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COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP P. 295
The presider and people sing on a monotone.

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.
The presider prays the Collect of the Day. The people respond Amen.

The people are seated.

THE EPISTLE ROMANS 6.3-11

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
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People Thanks be to God.
The people stand as they are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE GOSPEL

The Gospeller proclaims the Gospel and concludes

SERMON THE REV. JOSEPH PETERS-MATHEWS

There will be a period of reflection and silence after the sermon. The people stand as they
are able, when the presider stands.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Please respond to the bidding “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by
death!,” with “And upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”

THE PEACE BCP P. 360

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you

People And also with you.
The people greet one another with the peace of Christ, using a friendly gesture such as a
smile, wave, or bow.
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The Holy Communion
The presider begins the Offertory with a sentence of scripture.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

The people remain seated during the choir anthem..

CHOIR ANTHEM FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH JOHN RUTTER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D*
If not already standing, please stand as able.

The presider offers thanks to God for the grace and mercy made available in Christ, and in
response people sing:
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SANCTUS HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LEVAS II 252

We recall God’s acts of salvation history. The presider says the “Words of Institution” that
Jesus said at the Last Supper. At the Memorial Acclamation we remember Christ’s death,
resurrection, and promise to return at the end of the age saying

… and offering to you from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,
we praise you and we bless you :
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During the prayer, the Holy Spirit is invoked to bless and sanctify the gifts of bread and
wine and the people gathered in worship. The Great Amen is when the congregation with a
unified great voice concurs with all that the presider has prayed. It is the only “Amen” in all
capitals found in the Book of Common Prayer, signifying the greatness of the
congregation’s response.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
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your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A minute of silence is observed as the Bread is broken and Wine divided into separate
vessels.

FRACTION ANTHEM CHRIST OUR PASSOVER LEVAS II 268
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THE INVITATION BCP P.364
As soon as the invitation is given, the people move forward to receive Communion.

Please come down an aisle to an empty space around the altar platform. Hold your hands in
front of you to receive the Bread, and leave it there if you would prefer not to receive Wine
from a shared cup. A server will dip your bread and serve you. Alcohol- and gluten-free
options are available; let a server know your needs.

If you would prefer not to receive Communion, you are invited to come forward, cross your
arms over your chest, and receive a blessing. Please join in singing the Communion Songs
after receiving.
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COMMUNION SONG HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION GATHER 694
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COMMUNION SONG BECAUSE HE LIVES LEVAS II 43

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
When the presider bids the people pray, the assembly stands. Please remain standing
through the brief announcements.
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God of abundance,
you have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The blessing is in four parts. After each part the Presider will pause, and the people respond
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY GATHER 540
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THE DISMISSAL
The presider dismisses the people who respond

People Thanks be to God.

Liturgical notes

● The Eucharistic Prayer differs from that printed in the Prayer Book. The
Episcopal Church’s 79th General Convention, in 2018, authorized
(Resolution D078) a trial service of Holy Eucharist in “expansive language.”
This means, in this context, that the use of gender-specific pronouns and
words such as “Lord,” etc., are minimized, but are by no means eliminated.
The dismissal is from this resource as well.
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St. Hilda St. Patrick Episcopal Church
The Most Rev. Melissa Skelton, Rector

Mission Congregation of the Diocese of Olympia
15224 52nd Ave. W, Edmonds, WA 98026

425-743-4655
office@sthildastpatrick.org
www.sthildastpatrick.org

The Rev. Joseph Peters-Mathews, Vicar
vicar@sthildastpatrick.org

Kenneth Walker, Music Director
kenneth.10fingers@gmail.com

Christian Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.

Hymn and service music permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.

Please send announcements and changes for Sunday’s bulletin to
bulletin@StHildaStPatrick.org by Monday evening.

For Donations
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